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If you'd taken pictures of Saul, the first king of Israel, in the beginning of his reign, you would never have seen a fool in
the making. Saul was the people’s choice for king. It all began well. But everything began to slowly erode away. Saul
reached an all-time low in 1 Samuel 28 when he sought the counsel of a witch in Endor.
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Saul is an unlikely man to teach us the gospel of God’s grace in those times when we are struggling with anxiety. Yet from
Saul we learn the faithfulness of God to provide his promised Savior and Kingdom in which his children will know the

strength of God, not the isolation of anxiety and fear.
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Saul’s nighttime séance with the witch of Endor revealed his heart’s resistance against God.
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It took years to see the real man.
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That’s the way it is when erosion occurs and anxiety reigns as king in your heart.
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That’s also the way it is for some of you who are struggling deeply with anxiety.
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You probably did not choose to seek advice from the dead.
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Yet you're tempted to take things into your own hands, to try to make things happen in your own power.
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Anxiety tempts us to circumvent God’s work.
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It’s not obvious to other people, but you know you are drifting.
CHE MR S0 A= 2O[X| $0te G422 AA2 O2{aS 410 Ul AS €10 ASUH L

= T A =

We need the truths of the gospel at those times.
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II. We may instead trust in God’s grace, depending upon his work to complete his plans in Christ for our
circumstances.
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